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Pittsburgh. These lectures have recently been published in book form. 1 
Besides a number of chapters on the various phases of the war there is one 
on the teaching of patriotism which will make the book a valuable addition 
to a history teacher's library. There is an attempt in the volume as a whole 
to reconstruct a clear picture of the origin of the war and to point out some 
of its important consequences. Just how well Professor Hobbs has suc- 
ceeded in his task might be inferred from the following quotation from the 
Introduction written by the late ex-President Roosevelt: "It is the literal 
truth that if I could choose only one book to put in the hand of every man 
and woman in the United States at this time, I would choose the book of 
Professor William Herbert Hobbs." 

Another book relating to the war and one in which teachers of history 
will be interested is Frederick Moore's The Chaos in Europe. 2 The moral, 
political, and commercial situation in Russia, the Balkans, and Turkey is 
portrayed in some detail. Mr. Moore's first-hand contact with these coun- 
tries has qualified him to speak with authority on the problems he discusses. 

Many persons at the present time are interested in the problems of 
reconstruction which the ending of hostilities brought. A few books are 
beginning to appear on the general subject. One which discusses a number 
of reconstruction problems has recently come to this office. 3 Besides 
a chapter on the need of reconstruction and one on a reconstruction 
plan for the United States, there are chapters on reconstruction in 
foreign countries, economic results of the war, war control in foreign 
countries, war labor control, and war control as it relates to food products 
and fuel administration. It is difficult to determine just what audience the 
author had in mind in writing the book. His presentation is certainly not on 
the high-school level. Senior-college students may be able to read the 
material with interest and profit if they do it in connection with courses in 
economics. The general reader will find the book too heavy for avocational 
reading. 

A book on health education. — " In the health of a people lies the wealth of 
the nation" is a saying of Gladstone. Considering the fact that out of 
2,510,706 American men examined on the first draft, 730,756, or about 
one-third, were rejected as physically unfit, we are lamentably poor according 
to the philosophy of Gladstone. Moreover, the physically deficient are more 
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common among rural children than among urban children. In spite of this 
fact, the health supervision of rural children has been almost totally neglected 
compared with that of their city cousins. 

However, present tendencies are more hopeful that some attention is to 
be given to the health of the rural child. A recent book 1 should do much to 
draw the attention of school people to this important phase of education of 
rural children. Although there is much common material which both the 
city and the country teacher should know, the book aims to treat the subject 
from the country teacher's point of view. In realizing this aim the author 
gives an abundance of detailed suggestions as to methods and devices for 
promoting the health of rural children. Well-chosen diagrams, charts, and 
pictures make the subject more intelligible. 

Some of the topics, all of which are interesting and scientifically treated 
from the rural teacher's point of view, are: securing the cooperation of 
parents and community; planning the course of study in hygiene; the water 
supply and sewerage; war on flies, mosquitoes, and other disease-carrying 
insects; heating and ventilating; play and physical education; posture and 
health; the care of the teeth, eye, and ear; the measurement of the teacher's 
work in hygiene. 

This is a book which may be profitably read by any teacher whether 
in service or in training. It is especially adapted to students in normal 
schools, country training classes, and teachers' reading circles. It is a book 
in a field all too long neglected, and teachers generally, especially rural 
teachers and supervisors, will want to have it. 

Two annual reports. — Annual reports of educational institutions are 
usually not read because they are not interesting and attractively gotten up. 
The report 2 under discussion is an exception — it is intensely interesting and 
attractively gotten up. 

It describes the activities of the General Education Board and its agents 
for the year 1917-18. Some of the year's activities financed by the Board 
and described in this report are those pertaining to various colleges and 
universities, medical education, studies and research, public education, 
negro education, farm demonstration work, and the Lincoln School of Teach- 
ers' College, Columbia University. The annual statement of the treasurer 
occupies a portion of the report, and this includes a historical review of the 
funds of the Board as well as the status of the funds during the past year. 
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